Whenever you come with broom and dust bins in the
sitreel you cease to be the black jasmine grown
upon the dark dung hill outside the boundaries of
our village.

The red sun blossoms upon your face, upon your
bosom and in your heart.

Vultures wearing sacred threads take rounds of
Ganges (the sacred river) and you. When you stoop
to sweep, the black berries under your cotffon
blouse peep to the sunny embrace of the earth.
You, Sohini, suddenly become jasmine again for a
moment: the dried paste of honey upon your black
lips begins to moisten.

Had it been midnight the fireflies would have kissed
them in search of juicy buds — your cups dripping
brew.

Inslantly you become a feast for the zooming
vultures

a nasty joke

a quick and sudden hug

@ slap upon your heavy buttocks

you are cornered like an easy prey.

They enfoy the delicious most touchable flesh of an
untouchable girl.

TAMASHA PRESENTS
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‘Non-beings,

exiles of
civilisation,

living worse
than animals’

By Rill Tarrant of Reoter

in New Delhl

MORE THAM seven million children waork e

slaves in South Asia, some of them

b i e
and brasded into bondage e live a life worse

than animals, delegales o & oo

child servitede said vesterdmy.
“Children beiween ihe

have been kidmapped and

Ih

*They kave scars from being branded wilh
red irems,” Swami told the com-
Teremce which imclmded Fram Indis

Bang|adesh, Pakistan, Nepal and Sri Lanks.
Mr PN Bhagwstl, former Chiel Jostice of

exiles of civi-

lisstion, living a life worse than ibeat of

India, called them
snimals™,

=Animals ot |east wre free (o roam about &
they like or can or grab foed when

they are hungry,” he said.

Children freed from bondage alse atiended

of six and 12
em Lo Lhe
imdmstry,” said Swami Agnivesh, who ¢
the Bomded Labour Liberation Front, the

organising the fve-day mecting in New

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The play is set in 1934 and in order to place it in context it is
important to understand the political climate of the early
thirties. With the Salt March of 1930, when Gandhi led
Indians to the seato defy British Salt Laws, India had entered
a new era of optimism believing freedom to be round the
corner. Howeverin 1931 the new British Government, where
conservatives dominated, had other plans. When Gandhi
returned to India in late “31 (after having attended the Round
Table conference in England) he found most of the Congress
Party leadersincluding Nehru, in prison. Congress was being
charged with attempting to run a parallel government and
the British were clamping down on all civil disobedience. In
January 1932, Gandhi himself was arrested and held at
Yeravda jail. It was during this period that Gandhi became
aware that the British proposed, in their new constitution,
separate electorates not only to Hindus and Muslims but also
to the untouchables or ‘depressed classes’. When in August
1932 Prime Minister Ramsay McDonald announced his
decision in favour of a separate electorate. Gandhi declared
that he would fast unto death unless this decision was
revoked. Gandhi felt that granting a separate electorate was
aclassic example of British 'divide and rule” and would result

in giving untouchability a long lease of life. On 20th
September, he began fasting. There was a mixed response.
Certain Congress leaders felt untouchability to be a side
issue therefore diverting the central issue of independence.
However as Gandhi had earlier in his life declared that
removal of untouchability was a pre-condition 1o swaraj
(self rule), his fast was in keeping with his views. During the
fast various negotiations occurred with Gandhi and Dr
Ambedkar finally reaching a compromise. The terms and
conditions for the election of untouchables were laid down
and signed as the Yeravda pact. Only when the British
government agreed to substitute this for the McDonald
Award did Gandhi break his fast on 26th September 1932
News of the "EPIC’ fast as it became known had permeated
to every corner of India with temples and holy places being
opened to the untouchables. Prominent Hindu women
accepted food from the untouchables and villages and small
towns allowed them access to the wells. Despite these
grand gestures in anti-untouchability week (26th
September-2nd October} untouchability still remains. In
February 1933 while still in prison Gandhi started the
Harijan Sevak Sangh (a welfare organisation) and Harijan
Weekly (a publication highlighting harijan issues). Gandhi
was released on 23rd August 1933 due to bad health,
although he hadn't completed his sentence. He vowed to
serve his sentence by not resuming civil disobedience for
awhole year. He set off on his all Indian harijan tour which
lasted ten months. He visited every province and went from
village to village challenging orthodox Hindus. It is one day
during this tour that Tamasha's UNTOUCHABLE is set.
Bulandshahar is a fictitious town in Punjab where news of
Gandhi's visit had reached every inhabitant. The action
centres around this particular day which serves to highlight
the relationship between the high castes and low castes and
the impact of Gandhi's visit.
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MULK RAJ ANAND: Author of the novel UNTOUCHABLE

UNTOUCHABLE was Mulk Ra; Anand's first novel,
published in 1935. Anand had failed to interest any
publishers in it until E M Forster agreed to write a
Preface. Forster's endorsement did the trick. The
book was quickly noticed and set Anand on a
wiiting path which continues today. Alongside
R.K.Marayan and Raja Ran he is one of the father
figures of Indian fiction in English, emerging at
precisely the point when the nationalist challenge
to British rule was at its boldest

Anand was born on 5 December 1905. the
third s0n of & Punjabi silversmith. He has recounted
his early years, up 1o the time of his first penod in
Evrope in the late 1920s when he worked on a PhD
at University Lollege. London, in an
autobiographical sequence of novels, ‘Seven
Summers, ‘Morning Face. "‘Confession of a Lover’

RAVI AUJLA: Rakha

Ravi was born in England and his family is from
Northern India. He is a recent graduate from The
Birmingham School of Speech and Drama where his
varous roles included: Orsino in “Twelfth Night;
Trevar in ‘Bedroom Farce’ and Romainville in "Ring

SUDHA BHUCHAR: Produrer
Gulabo, Parvati, Miss Bashii

and ‘The Bubble’ Three of these have never heen
published in Britain, part of the post-war neglect in
this country of @ writer who was befniended by
I.5.Eliot, tha Woolfs, H.G.Wells, Malraux and
Neruda, who was called "Uncle Mulk’ by Indira
Gandhi, and who has been translated inta
innumerable languages.

Anand’s fiction includes ‘Across the Black
Waters, a masterly account of Indian soldiers in the
Flanders trenches of the First World War, ‘Private
Life of an Indian Prince; which movingly porirays
the decline af an aristocrat at the end of the Ra|,
and many short stories such as “The Lost Child’ and
‘The Barber's Trade Union. UNTOUCHABLE, one of
his simplest novels, remains s best-loved book
and the most abvious introduction ta Indian writing
in English

Around the Moon: He is also a founder member of
The Pretty Uglies alternative comedy act which
tours Lancashire. He has recently made his TV
debut in an episode of ‘The Bill: UNTOUCHABLE
marks his theatre debut.

Sudha took a round about route into the acting profession after graduating from London University with a
BA in Maths/Sociology. She joined Tara Arts Group, initially as a hobby and in 1983 took up acting
professionally. Tara productions include "Meet Me! “Chilli In Your Eyes. The Broken Thigh" and ‘The Little
Clay Cart’ as part of The Black Theatre Season. Other theatre includes Juliet in ‘Romeo and Juliet’ at
Contact Theatre, Manchester, ‘Torpedoes In The Jacuzzi’ at Leeds Playhouse, ‘Swan With The Golden
Wings' at Edinburgh Workshop Theatre and most recently ‘Prem’ at Battersea Arts Centre and Asian Co-
operative Theatre's "Jawaani. TV credits include ‘Majdhar and ‘Hotel London’ with Retake Film and
Viceo Collective. Sudha has also presented BBC's Asian magazine programme “Network East Co-forming

Tamasha is Sudha’s first experience as a producer.




SUMAN BHUCHAR: Publicist

Suman is a graduate in History/Classics from the Polytechnic of North London and has had a diverse and
nteresting career to date. After a brief stint as an actress with Tara’s Community Group she decided she
was far more suited to being on the other side of the fence. Her interest in the Ars led her to be a Grants/
Project Development Officer at the GLC where she helped fund various arts and community organisations.
After the demise of the GLC. she worked at the Londen Strategic Policy Unit before moving on to film
production and publicity. Film work includes: Production Assistant on Gurinder Chadha's 'I'm British But,

Translator/Pubhicity Oificer for Retake's "Who Will Cast The First Stone? and most recently Production
Assistant for a Channel Four documentary ‘lran. The Other Story!

AJAY CHHABRA: Suraj, Sohan

Ajay's acting lalent came Lo the surface while still
a child at school. He appeared in "Oliver Twist;

‘A Star Is Born, "Scrooge’ and A Chnistmas Carol
He recently gained his acting certificate from The

London Academy of Acting and at nineteen
UNTOUCHABLE is his first professional engagement.
Telavision gxpenence includes a summer stint
working on the late night music show ‘Club Mix

CHARUBALA CHOKSHI: Wazira, Kamla

Charubala has worked extensively in India in films
and with The Indian National Theatre in Bombay.
She won the Best Actress Award from Gujarat and
Maharashtra State at the annual drama festival.
Theatre work in Britain includes "Rift Valley Blues,
‘Anarkali’ (British Asian Theatre) and her much

acclaimed portrayal of Ba in "Kirti, Sona and Ba’
(Leicester Haymarket). Television work includes
You And Me, "Who Su? Me Sir?, "Juliet Bravo'

‘Pravina’s Wedding, "Love Match; “Porter House
Blues: Films: "My Beautiful Laundrette, "Gandhi’
and "A Fish Called Wanda:

VARINDER DHALIWAL: Stage Manager

Varinder is 24 years old and has been working in stage management for several years. She enjoys playing

basketball, listening to music and hanging out.

DHIRENDRA: Bakhsa

Dhirendra has worked extensively in theatre, film
and television. He has appeared on the London
fringe as Rashid in 'Prem’ and Pat in "Last of The
Irish Indians’ (Soho Poly), as Tarun in "Raj” and
Khefa in "Destiny” (Hali Moon Theatre, where he
spent two years). Other theatre credits include
Octavius and Lucius in "Julius Caesar’ and Dean
Rebel in ‘Totterdown Tanzi” (Bristal Old Vic),
Amritrao and Dr Aziz in ‘A Passage To India’ at the
Redgrave, Farnham and Perth Theatre respectively
He has also warked with British Asian Theatre and
Asian

NEERU HARRISON: Sohini

Neeru Harrison is making her professional debut as
an actress with the portrayal of Sohini. An
eighteen year old, who has just left schoal, she has
been interested in acting since she was a child.
This led her to join Pegasus Youth Theatre in Oxford
where she has appeared in “To Da Duh in
Memoriam, ‘Behind the Issue’ and “Samson
Agonistes’ She has also done small parts for BBC
and ITV serials. After seeing an advert in The Stage
for UNTOUCHABLE, she decided to try her luck.
Having the magic ingrediems of talent and a good
command of Hindi she was snapped up.

Cooperative Theatre, touring at Derby Playhouse.
Leicester Phoenix and the Oval House. His
television credits include Mr Khan in "Eastenders;
Tony in "Big Deal; Riki and Jamie in ‘Grange Hill;
Saunders in ‘Worlds Beyond. and he is soon to be
seen as Jamir Gadwani in “The Bill Film
appearances include Ken McMullen's "Partition; the
yet 1o be released “Triangular Lodge: and he has just
finished work on Christopher Marahan's "Paper
Mask where he plays Dr Kassem. Dhirendra speaks
varous Indian languages.




Rashid Karapiet:

After a very successful career in English Language
Broadcasting for All India Radio. Delhi, and Radin
Pakistan. Karachi, Rashid came to England in 1955 to
train as an actor at the Bristol Old Vic School for five
years.

His subsequent work included a stint in Emergency
Ward 10° and the historic stage version of A Passage
to India” adapted by Santha Raina Rau. He then trained
as a teacher at the Central Schoaol of Speech and
Drama and spent the next twenty years working at a
vanety of jobs in England. Holland and Germany.

He returned to acting with the part of Judge Menon in
Granada’s epoc making Jewel in the Crown’ Sinca
then his credits include for television, ‘Crown Court,
The Practice. Albion Market. ‘Come to Mecca, ‘Auf
Wiedersehen Pat, Emmerdale Farm Tandoori Nights,
‘Miss Marple, ‘Minder, ‘Boon. The Bill, ‘Bust, ‘Lucky
Sanil, ‘Shalom Salaam. and 'High Street Blues”: the
films: ‘A Passage to India" in which he played "Mr Das’
the deputy magistrate at the tnial, Water, Foreign
Body' and "Pans by Night' and the radio series
‘Citizens.

He has appearad at the Bristol '0ld Vic' in The Table of
the Two Horsemen, by Arthur Frewin and at The
Mational Theatre in The Indian Wants the Bronx, by
Irael Horovitz.

KALEEM JANJUA: Havildar Charat Singh, Holy Man
Pandit in the Bazaar

Kaleem trained at The Northern College of Speech and Drama and took a teachers certificate for drama
specialists at Manchester College of Higher Education. His professional work includes “Self Defence
(Crucible, Sheffield). 'Time Gentlemen Please’ (Coliseum, Dldham) ‘Mangni; ‘Kala Gara. ‘Ungli’ in Hindi
Urdu (Community Tour for Theatre Royal, Stratford East). ‘Rakshasa’s Ring' at!The Arts Theatre, London
Television includes "Crown Court; "Jewel In The Crown; 'Black Silk, ‘Coronation Street. ‘Langley Bottom
‘Bloke MP: For the last three years he has been part of the Cockpit Theatre in Education team in Landon

RONNY JHUTTI: Chotz

Ronny has been interested in acting since child
nood. At the age of eleven he took part in his school
production of "The Spirit of Christmas. His success
in this performance led to many other productions —
‘The Match Girls, "Oracula Spectacular” and "An
Dide Time Music Hall. In 1988 he completed a
course with The London Academy of Acting and

immediately on graduating landed the part of
Sohail Karim in the BBC's "Eastenders. He has been
appearing in the series an a reqular basis and
seems 1o be a permanent feature of the long
running series. UNTOUCHABLE marks Rhonny's
first professional theatre engagement

KRISTINE LANDON-SMITH: [irector Producer

Kristine was born in England to an Indian mother
and Australian father. She was brought up in
Australia and returned to England twelve years ago
to study at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music
and Drama. Since graduating in 1981 she has
waorked with The Royal Court in “Serious Money,
Hull Truck Theatre in "Up 'n* Under’ and “A
Midsummer Might's Dream; Theatr Clwyd in ‘The
Promise. Durham Theatre Company in 'Oh What 4
Lovely War, Tara Arts in "The Broken Thigh. Theatre
Royal, Stratford East in ‘The Lost Ring’ and Asian
Co-operative Theatre in "Jawaani. In 1985 she

co-formed The Inner Circle Theatre Company and
produced and acted in “Spring Awakening’ at The
Young Vic Studio. Last year Knistine went 10 India
on a British Council Grant 10 take up a placement at
The National School of Drama, Delhi. There she
adapted and directed UNTOUCHABLE for the second
year students This year she has directed ‘True Dare
Kiss™ for The Rose Bruford College of Speech and
Orama and most recently co-formed Tamasha to
produce and direct the British premiere of

UNTOUCHABLE.

BHAVESH LODHIA: Birfu. Aaju

Bhavesh came to England as a baby as part of the
Ugandan Asian exodus and has been in London ever
since. Although possessing an academic

background in Business Studies he has always been
interested in drama and music. From the age of
thirteen, has has been involved in entering dancing
competitions many of which he won and at the age
of thirteen he set up a dancing group. Shaan. Fram
performing with Shaan and doing solo gigs,
Bhavesh obtained his equity card. In 1988 he
attended a three month drama course at the London
Academy of Acting. This is Bhavesh's first
professional theatre engagement.



SUE MAYES: Designer

After training at The Central School of Art and Design, Sue worked extensively in Repertory theatres and
for Theatre in Education, including The Belgrade T.1.E. Company Coventry, Contact Theatre Manchester and
The Liverpool Everyman. Since the arrival of her son Sam, she has been a full time lecturer at Rose
Bruford College. but has stll found time to design for The Traverse Theatre, Edinburgh, The Young Vic
Theatre and The London Bubble. Her most recent designs have included ‘An Echo In The Bone™ for Talawa
and The Lost Ring” and 'Dick Whittington’ for The Theatre Royal, Stratford East

BALUJ! SHRIVASTAV: Musician, Musical Director, Composer

Baluji Shrivastav has & master's degree in Sitar, from Maris Music College Lucknow, and graduate in Tabla
and Hindustani vocal, from Alahbad University in India

Before he came to Europe he toured India with India national ballet troupe, and directed and
composed music for two Indian films and several plays.

He has perlormed throughout Britain, Western Europe and North Africa as a solo artist and with
theatre groups and with Indian dancers.

He played with many types of musicians as Jazz Western classical African and Arabic

In 1985 Tara arts has commissioned & contemporary Asian music composition called Pushpan)ali frgm
Baluj, which was supported by Greater London Arts Association In 1987 he composed music for Fearsa
Kind Of Being. which is a dance drama. In 1988 another dance drama composed called Abduction, which
was performed in Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, where he taught Sitar for 2 years.

He recently performed as a percussionist in an adaptation of Bleod Wedding in Halt Moon Theatre and
other places in UK,

Baluji is an experienced teacher of Indian percussion, vocal and Sitar

DINESH SHUKLA: Ram Charan

Dinesh is a native of Kenya. he was born in Nairobi  appearing in tour episodes. He has worked regularly
and came 1o England in 1975 at the age of 9 years.  for the BEC, and other work includes "Rocklhiffes

While being educated at The Featherstone High Babies, ‘Casvalty’ and most recently Bergerac

Schoal, Southall he had his first major break in Dinesh has also appeared in "Saracens’ for Central

acting being offered (and accepting) the part of TV and "Poona and Co’ far Thames TV

Shahid in ‘Come To Mecca® for the BBC. Dinesh is a keen advocate of community arls
Dinesh was subsequently offered the more and has held regular drama workshops at the

substantial role of Salig in ‘King of The Ghetto’ Neasden community centre,

SIMON GRESSWELL: Siage Manager
simon completed the Two Year Stage Management/
Technical Theatre Course at the London Academy of
Music and Oramatic Art in July 1988. During the
year and a half that has passed since then Simon
has worked as a Vienue Stage Manager al the
Assembly Rooms dunng the 1988 and 1989
Edinburgh Festival. He got his Equity Card working
as Stage Manager on ‘Red |s The Colour Of

Night” for Double Exposure Theatre Company and
toured as Stage Manager for dereck, dereck
productions ‘The Sweetshop Owner, during the first
halt of 1989. He's also turned his hand to many
other aspects of Technical Theatre; Touring
Production Electrician with Opera North (1988 and
1988). recarding and editing the Show Tape lor
Dramatix Productions production of ‘The
Adventures of Robyn Hood' at the Orill Hall Arts
Centre and various casual work (Electrics and
Stage) at the Lyric Theatre, Hammersmith, Donmar
Warehouse and The Young Vic.




bahut badhiya

daru .
ludus, jalebis

gajar ka halwa
ma da chodh
chadar
charpoy
sarson ka tel
bhai/bhaiya
sale/sala

haramjade .
bahin chodh .
kitcheree .. .
laphunga. ... .
beti

chamak chalo
chamar
choti.

paani ..
maidan
maiya

kutch nahin .
gadha
kutte...............
kaamchor kahin ka

.. wanderfu

cheap wing

Sweelmeals

..small pot from & hookah

carrol cahe
mother fucker
sheel

Ded

mustard il

.. brather

terally brother-in-lkaw
(DUt usad as a derogalory lerm)

.- astard
. sister fucker
...dish made of rice and lentils
.- loater
- daughlsn

.. one who walks swinging her hips

ealherworker

. Aillle one
. waler

.. e sQuare
..molher

.. nolfing

donkey

... dag

ary good for nothing

bhangi. ...
jemadar
achut ..

[ || Erte i W

e

... GHBEDEI'S Casle

namaste/namaskar

aadab janab/salaam
chupkar .

brahmchari
bhuddah
jhadu

piche huth

samjhe?, samajhgaya?

nahin
pandit
dharma

aalyiye
daal

kya hua?
bapu

tutti
bacha
Angrezi

harijans

Nawab

untouchable

- SAS18r

greeting
Musiim greeting
shut up

ye5 or is thal right?
celibate

aid man

broom

get back

0o you understand?
niy

Brahmin priest

duty

L0 in

. lentily

what happened?

... respectiul term for father; also

term by which Gandhi was known

shil

... young child

... Enplish

Aiterally “Children of God’, a term

used by Gandhi when referring
o unlguchables

prince



